
Plant Life: The 760-acre millpond is more than 195 years 
old and has developed into complex, mature ecosystems. 

Towering bald cypress 
and tupelo gum trees, 
displaying growths of 
Spanish moss and 
resurrection ferns, 
shade its dark, acidic 
waters. Numerous 
aquatic plants such 
as spadderdock, sub-
merged parrot feath-
er, duckweed, water 
fern, and liverworts 
thrive in the pond.
 
At the upper end of the 
millpond lies Lassiter 
Swamp, and ecological 
wonderland containing 

remnants of an ancient bald cypress swamp. Here is an 
eerie “enchanted forest” worthy of a fairy tale. Mistletoe has 
twisted and gnarled the trunks and branches of tupelo gum 
into fantastic shapes. 

Surrounding the aquatic communities is an unspoiled wilderness. 
Stands of American beech highlight a mixture of pine and 
hardwood forests. 

Animal Life: The diverse habitats in the park support a 
variety of animals. Wetland wildlife is particularly abundant. 
One of our more popular residents is the American Alligator. 
These prehistoric looking reptiles have returned to their 
original ranges. Please do not feed, approach or harass the 

alligators. Frogs love the aquatic environment of the millpond 
and spring and summer rains bring a mixed chorus, including 
carpenter frogs, leopard frogs, cricket frogs, and species 
of tree frogs. Several species of pond turtles, often called 
cooters or sliders, bask on warm logs and stumps, while the 
snapping turtle makes easy prey of other aquatic creatures. 
Water snakes are plentiful. Most of the m are harmless, but the 
poisonous cottonmouth is also present. Treat any encounter 
with a snake with caution and respect.

In addition to game fi sh, two primitive species of fi sh- the 
long-nosed gar and the bowfi n – inhabit the millpond. These 
interesting species have remained relatively unchanged for 
millions of years. Both the gar and the bowfi n are large and 
important predators in the blackwater habitats of the coastal 
plain.

Over 200 species of birds, ranging from graceful egrets to 
turkeys and owls, have been recorded in the park. Spring 
and fall bring migrations of swamp warblers, most notably 
throngs of parulas, prothonotaries and yellow-throated 
warblers. In winter, a variety of waterfowl stop by on their 
journey south. Lucky visitors may catch a glimpse of the 
beautiful hooded merganser, a small fi sh-eating duck whose 
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The N.C. Division of Parks and Recreation is a division of the 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources.

Views of the “enchanted forest” and Lassiter Swamp await 
those who travel the park on foot. Nine miles of trails offer a 
place to stretch out muscles left stiff by hours spent crouched 
in “canoe-position.” At one-third of a mile, Cypress Point Trail 
is handicapped-accessible. It is a self-guided interpretive trail 
and provides beautiful views of the millpond. Much longer 
trails, such as Lassiter and Coleman, afford the visitor an 
exploration of the many habitats that surround the pond.

Settlement in the Gates County area began in 1660. Residents 
of early rural communities made a living by farming and 
lumbering. In the early 1700s, Hunters Millpond was built at the 
head of Bennetts Creek to provide a means of processing and 
marketing regional produce. Highway construction destroyed 
this millpond in 1922, but further downstream Norfl eets 
Millpond, built in 1811, thrived. Gristmills, a sawmill, a farm 
supply store, and other enterprises made the area the center 
of trade in Gates County. Thus, the pond became known as 
Merchants Millpond.

Shortly before World War II operations around the millpond 
came to a halt and millers sold the land to developers. In 
the 1960s, A.B. Coleman of Moyock purchased the property 
and later donated 919 acres, including the millpond, to the 
state. Coleman, a canoeist and lover of nature, thought the 
area too beautiful for development. His generous donation 
led to the establishment of Merchants Millpond State Park in 
1973. In the same year, the Nature Conservancy contributed 
an additional 925 acres of woodlands to the park that now 
encompasses about 3,300 acres. 

The shade of large trees offers a place to picnic within view 
of the millpond. Located north of the canoe access area, the 
A.B. Coleman Picnic Area has 28 tables, 1 picnic shelter and 
restroom facilities. Picnic sites are available on a fi rst-come 
basis free of charge. The picnic shelter may be reserved 
for a fee. 

Canoeing: Rent a canoe or bring your own, for the best 
way to explore is by gliding across the park’s placid, shallow 
waters. A boat ramp and pier, near the parking area, offer 
access to the water. Marked canoe trails lead from the boat 
ramp to canoe campsites. Venture out of the millpond and 
take slow-moving, dark-water Bennetts Creek through Lassiter 
Swamp. Here, one is transported into a world of mistletoe, 
hanging Spanish moss and ancient cypress trees.

Canoes may be rented by the hour or for the day (later 
when used with canoe campsites) at the boathouse by the 
water's edge. Canoes, paddles, and life vests are available 
on a fi rst-come basis. You must be at least 15 years of age 
to rent a canoe. A maximum of three people may occupy 
each vessel. 

Fishing: Cast your line from the bank or journey into the 
millpond to fi sh in a pastoral setting. Small fi shing craft (with 
trolling motors only) may be launched at the boat ramp. 
Largemouth bass, bluegill, chain pickerel and black crappie 
are just waiting to bite the hook. The Wildlife Resources 
Commission (WRC) manages the fi sheries of the millpond. All 
boating and fi shing regulations of the WRC apply.

Group Camping: Organized groups will enjoy a stay in the 
walk-in group camping area. Facilities include a small wash-
house with a pay shower. Drinking water is available nearby. 
Reservations are required for these sites.

Canoe Camping: Reach two canoe camps by way of canoe 
trails leading from the boat ramp. Orange markers lead the 
way to the family canoe camp with 10 sites. Yellow markers 
lead to the group canoe camp which offers three sites. Pit 
toilets are available, but campers must carry all supplies, 
including water. Family sites are available on a fi rst-come 
basis, although organized groups providing their own canoes 
may make reservations.

A variety of settings offer camping experiences for groups 
large and small. Some may prefer the conveniences of drive-to 
sites, while those who like to rough it will relish the canoe and 
backpack camping areas. A modest fee is charged for all types 
of camping. Facilities may be limited in winter months.

Family Camping: The family campground is in the midst of 
a pine/hardwood forest just beyond the park offi ce. Twenty 
campsites for tents and trailers offer picnic tables and grills. 
A washhouse with drinking water, restrooms, showers and 
laundry area serves the campground. There are no water 
or electrical hookups. Family campsites are available on a 
fi rst-come basis.

Backpack Camping: Reach fi ve campsites for backpack 
camping by way of a side trail off Lassiter Trail. Campers 
must pack all supplies, including water, to the sites. A pit 
toilet is nearby. These campsites are available on a fi rst-come 
basis. 

Camping
Make your visit a safe and rewarding experience. Some of 
our regulations are posted in the park for the protection 
of our visitors and our park. A complete list is available 
at the park offi ce. Help preserve our natural resources by 
observing the following:

❑ The removal of any plant, animal, artifact, or 
 mineral is prohibited.

❑ All state parks are wildlife preserves. Hunting or
  trapping is unlawful. 

❑ Fishing and boating regulations of the Wildlife 
 Resources Commission apply in the park.

❑ Do not litter. Help maintain a clean environment 
 for other visitors by placing trash in proper receptacles.  
 State law requires aluminum cans be placed in recycling  
 containers. 

❑ Firearms and fi reworks are prohibited.

❑ The possession or consumption of alcoholic
  beverages is prohibited.

❑ North Carolina motor vehicle and traffi c laws apply 
 in the park.

❑ Pets must be on a leash no longer than six feet.
 
❑ Camping is permitted in designated areas by permit   
 only.

❑ Fires are permitted only in designated areas.

To prevent accidents, remember the following safety tips.

❑ At Merchants Millpond there are ticks present   
 during warm weather months. Insect repellent may   
 help to prevent a tick bite and the possibility of   
 disease. Tuck trousers into long socks and tuck a long- 
 sleeved shirt into pants. Wear light colors so that ticks  
 may be easily spotted and removed. Check often for   
     ticks. For further information, contact park staff.

❑ Venomous snakes and poison ivy may be encountered  
 along park trails. Exercise caution. Treat any encounter  
 with a snake with caution and respect.

❑ Alligators are present. Please do not feed, approach or  
 harrass them.

❑ Take a vested interest in your safety, wear a life vest   
 when canoeing. Do not canoe alone. Only those familiar  
 with the area should canoe in remote locations.

Contact park staff for other safety tips or explanation of park rules.

males fl aunt a magnifi cent black-bordered white crest. Pileated 
woodpeckers, barred owls, and red-shouldered hawks also 
enjoy the swamplands.

Paddling on the pond or creek is a great way to see several 
species of interesting mammals. Though beavers themselves 
are rarely encountered, dams, lodges, and teeth marks 
attest to their presence. Mink, river otter, and bobcat are 
occasionally spotted; and deer, raccoons, and opossums 
are also in residence. Bats roost in clumps of Spanish moss 
and are often visible at dusk as they dip to the surface of 
the pond to drink.

watch the mysteries begin to unfold. Our rangers will guide 
you on exciting explorations where you’ll uncover fascinat-
ing natural surroundings and make great discoveries about 
the world in which we live. Bring our state’s rich natural and 
cultural heritage alive, embark on a learning adventure and 
discover the mysterious treasures of Merchants Millpond 
State Park. 

Interpretive programs take place throughout the year. Contact 
the park offi ce to schedule an exploration for your group or 
class. 

Merchants Millpond holds the key to many of nature’s best-kept 
secrets. Unlock the door of nature’s classroom and 

Picnicking Flora & Fauna

Nature's Classroom

William G. Ross Jr.
Secretary

Beverly E. Perdue
Governor
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On the Water

A full service, online and call center-based 
reservations system is being developed and will be 
unveiled summer 2009.  Check the Web site for 
more details www.ncparks.gov.



Welcome!

Merchants 
Millpond 

State Park

Merchants
 Millpond 

State Park

An “enchanted forest.” Primitive species of fi sh relatively 
unchanged over millions of years. Towering baldcypress 
trees with massive trunks and luxuriant growths of Spanish 
moss. This is Merchants Millpond State Park. 

Here, coastal pond and southern swamp forest mingle, 
creating one of North Carolina’s rarest ecological communities. 
Together with upland forests, these environments create a 
haven for wildlife and humanity alike. Escape the hectic pace of 
life and fi nd sanctuary in a canoe. Drift idly along the smooth, 
dark surface of the millpond and savor the many sights and 
sounds that come alive in the stillness of the forest. Journey 
into remote and undisturbed Lassiter Swamp, a place that 
embodies the spirit of adventure. It would take weeks in the 
Okefenokee to see what you can see in Merchants Millpond 
in a few hours.

If canoeing is not for you, fi sh for game species. Choose 
from an assortment of camping opportunities or enjoy a 
picnic beside the millpond. The remarkable surroundings of 
Merchants Millpond State Park lend themselves to a variety 
of relaxing activities. 

Discover more about Merchants Millpond State Park, 
contact:
  Merchants Millpond State Park
  176 Millpond Road
  Gatesville, NC  27938
  (252) 357-1191
  merchants.millpond@ncmail.net
  www.ncparks.gov

Discover other North Carolina state parks and recreation 
areas, contact:
     N.C. Division of Parks and Recreation
  Dept. of Environment and Natural Resources
  Mail Service Center 1615
  Raleigh, NC  27699-1615
  (919) 733-4181

November–February                      8 a.m.–6 p.m.
March - May, September, October          8 a.m.–8 p.m.
June –August                       8 a.m.–9 p.m.
Closed Christmas Day

Merchants Millpond is located in Gates County near the com-
munity of Gatesville. The park may be reached from U.S. 
158, N.C. 32 and N.C. 37. It is approximately 30 miles 
from the cities of Ahoskie, Elizabeth City and Edenton, 
North Carolina and Suffolk, Virginia.

✰

Trails
Bennetts Creek Trail  easy          2.0 miles        white blazing
Coleman Trail       easy          2.0 miles        white blazing
Cypress Point Trail    easy            .33 miles      white blazing
   (Accessible)
Lassiter Trail       easy          6.7 miles        white blazing
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Information

Printed with vegetable based ink on 100% recycled 
paper, produced with wind-generated electricity. This 
publication is recyclable. When you have fi nished with 
it, help save our earth by sharing it with a friend, 
returning it to the park, or placing it in an appropriate 
recycling bin.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


